I have for some time been impressed with the idea that we are all, so to say, afloat in our investigations upon the subject of caries, and my object in this article is to make a survey of the situation, and to find out how the matter stands at present.
The principal feature in all the publications which have as yet been made on this subject seems to me to be a lack of method, and perhaps in some cases an improper conception of the question to be solved.
Many Bismark-brown, etc., etc., etc. Sections prepared as indicated under (a,) appear under the microscope as described in the Dental Cosmos for January of this year. Such specimens should always be first examined under a very low power, say 40 diameters, as in this way the distribution of the organisms in the section maybe seen at a glance. If the piece of dentine from which the section was made comprised anything like nearly all the softened dentine in the cavity, we will find in the section, almost always, large tracts which contain no organisms, and in which the dentine is perfectly regular and shows no anatomical changes whatever.
In sections cutting the tubules at right angles, I frequently find fields containing from 8,000 to 10,000 tubules, of which not more than half a dozen contain micro-organisms; in other large fields the micro-organisms are strictly confined to the tubules. In many cases the discoloration of the dentine is a guide, but this does not always answer.
[to be continued.] 
